The International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) already publishes two successful journals. Why start Epilepsia Open, the League's new open-access-only journal that covers all fields of high-quality epilepsy research?
Many factors contributed to the decision. For a number of reasons, manuscripts of significant value have not found their way into the existing ILAE journals, and the League concluded that we need a journal to make these papers available to the greater epilepsy community. Also, national governments are now mandating that research results obtained with public funds be available to all. This factor is causing the entire process of publishing scientific information to be rearranged, and the publishing environment is changing to open access. Into this new environment Epilepsia Open is born with the goal of addressing these issues.
The mission of Epilepsia Open is to make original research on all aspects of epilepsy widely available through open-access publication and to give our constituency wider representation. Epilepsia Open also provides a publication forum for early, preliminary studies on epilepsy that may signal new directions for clinical and laboratory research, including negative and confirmatory studies.
Epilepsia Open will publish many types of articles, including original research, review articles, opinions and commentaries, reports from regional and topic-specific ILAE commissions and task forces, and brief communications and case reports. Epilepsia Open also welcomes submissions of high-quality research in the form of confirmatory studies, failure-to-confirm studies, negative results, and studies with interesting protocols. This type of publishing benefits the scientific community because it serves to reduce publication bias and, importantly, validates research outcomes. We strongly encourage researchers to adopt reporting methods that adhere to the rigor and transparency recommendations (see Information for Authors). [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] Articles published are open access upon acceptance. Manuscript publication is subject to an author's publication charge.
Epilepsia Open creates a unique forum for the rapid, open-access publication of epilepsy research and reviews. We are committed to facilitating and invigorating a robust and successful publication pipeline that will improve human health science in epilepsy. Epilepsia Open expands the options that the epilepsy research community can use, under the umbrella of ILAE, to share their data with others. Contact us at epilepsia-open@epilepsia.com with any questions.
